How to walk on water

John 6:16-21/Matt. 14:22-33

9-15-02

Introduction:

1. Read John 6:16-21 pg. 76

2. Matthew offers more information, turn to Matt. 14, pg. 12

Body:

(22-27)

1. Jesus set them off across the sea knowing full-well that they were going to run into a storm. 

Sometimes he does that to us. 

2. Jesus left his time of solitude and prayer to come to the disciples.

There is a time to pray and a time to act.

We get into trouble, however, because we act before we pray.

3. Notice that Jesus is coming to them in the same storm they were experiencing.

He is always there with us.

4. Fear and a lack of trust will always make it difficult for us to recognize Jesus. 

(28-29) How to walk on water

What do I mean by, “Walk on water?” You’d better not try to walk on water unless it’s a frozen lake.

Setting out to do anything that you’ve never done before. Or trying to do something that you lack the natural resources on your own to do.

· praying for the sick

· prophecy

· moving away from home

· starting your own business

· taking on a ministry

· facing surgery, etc.

How to walk on water…

1. In order to walk on water you must first hear the master say, “come.”

There is a difference between faith and presumption.

2. In order to walk on water you’ve got to be willing to get out of the boat.

Another example, Jos. 3 and the priests who crossed the Jordan with the ark.

(30-33)

1. In order to walk on water you’ve got to keep your eyes on Jesus.

(Col 3:1-2 NASB)  If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

(Heb 12:2 NASB)  …fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith…

fixing = to look away from all else

2. In order to walk on water you’ve got to be ok if Jesus lets you sink a bit…but he’ll come.

(1 Cor 10:13 NASB)  No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.

Conclusion:

1. Don’t be too hard on Peter, at least he got out of the boat.

2. God is constantly attempting to get us out of our boats and walk on water.

3. Sometimes we’re good at walking on water, but that can change quickly.

4. Peter’s fear caused him to sink. Doubt is always behind fear. 

