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What does God want me to do?

John 6:22-29

Intro.

Background:

Jesus fed the 5000

Sends the crowd away and tells the disciples to cross over the sea of Galilee while he stays behind to pray.

They get into trouble and he comes to them walking on water.

Body:

(22-26)

1. Notice, he didn’t answer their question.

Why?

Because he knew their real need.

“I need this…”

“No, you need this.”

We’re not as introspective as we need to be.

Why do we want what we want? Why do we expect the things from others that we do? Why do we worry about the things we do, fear the things we do?

(Psa 139:23 NASB)  Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;

We need to incorporate into our lives periods of meditation and reflection and listening prayer.

(27)

You went to all this trouble to get some free food. 

This made me think about how many  things we work for, worry about, strive for that do not have any eternal value. 

We need to ask, “What’s really important? What really matters? 

Not that we neglect anything that doesn’t have eternal value…it’s just that we don’t run and strive and fret about them.

(28-29)

1. Now that was a good question, and this time he answers them…”Believe in me!”

2. They ask, “What does God want me to do?”

a. So often when people want to meet with me they want my help in discovering what God wants them to do.

This might be rephrased as, “How do I discover God’s will? Help me make a wise decision.”

b. So often I will see people get themselves into trouble and I’ll wonder…”Why did they do what they did?” Or, “What factors lead them to make the decision that they did?”

c. What does God want us to do?

This was a good question. 

Principles to live by when trying to figure out what God wants you to do:

· I’m not my own, therefore, I don’t have the freedom to do whatever I want to do.

(1 Cor 6:19,20 NASB)  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

· Use common sense and don’t take this too far.

· His will is found in His word. His will will never, never contradict His word. 

· If you’re conscience is bothered or you don’t have peace in your heart about something…it’s probably not God’s will.

(Col 3:15 NASB)  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 

(Phil 4:6,7 NASB)  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

· Have you bounced the idea off of someone who can give you wise, objective, godly counsel?

(Prov 11:14 NASB)  Where there is no guidance, the people fall, But in abundance of counselors there is victory.

(Prov 12:15 NASB)  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens to counsel.

· It’s unusual that God will want you to do anything that violates an already established priority. 

Let’s say you decided along time ago that you were going to tithe. Then let’s say you want to buy this new car. But the only way to be able to pay for it would be to stop tithing. Probably this is not the way God wants you to meet your transportation needs, i.e. violate an already established priority.  

Conclusion:

